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REMARKS 

The Specification has been amended to indicate that this application is a continuation of 
U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/538,864 (the parent application), filed March 29, 2000. 
Claims 1-31, 35, 39, 44-76, 78, 82, and 87-1 1 1, which were originally pending in the parent 
application, have been canceled. Claims 1-31, 35, 39, 44-76, 78, 82, and 87-1 11, which were 
originally pending in the parent application, have been amended 32, 36, 40, 77, 79, 83. New claims 
1 12-125 have been added. Applicants respectfiiUy requests entry of this Preliminary Amendment 
and favorable consideration and allowance of this application is requested. 

Applicants make this Preliminary Amendment prior to examination and without prejudice or 
disclaimer of any excluded subject matter, and expressly reserve the right to pursue such subject 
matter in this application or in one or more continuing applications. 

In the unlikely event that the transmittal letter is separated from this document and the Patent 
Office determines that an extension and/or other relief is required. Applicant petitions for any 
required relief including extensions of time and authorizes the Conunissioner to charge the cost of 
such petitions and/or other fees due in connection with the filing of this document to Deposit 
Account No. 03-1952 referencing docket no. 416272001301 . However, the Conunissioner is not 
authorized to charge the cost of the issue fee to the Deposit Account. 

Dated: March 25, 2004 

Respectfiilly submitted. 
By: 

Otis Littlefield f 
Registration No. 48,751 
Morrison & Foersterixp 
425 Market Street 

San Francisco, California 94105-2482 
Telephone: (415) 268-6846 
Facsimile: (415)268-7522 
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